

COMM 200
Writing public service announcements
Instructor: Elvina Nawaguna
Assignment: Write a script for a 45-second PSA for radio or video (TV or online)
Due via Blackboard by Friday April 2, 2020 by 1:30 p.m. EDT
100 points.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Pick a topic of your choice that’s in the public interest.

-Write a paragraph detailing your topic and why a PSA on it is important. 
Your topic should be current or an issue that affects students your age, the community, the state, or the world. It should be non-fictional.
-Write down three reasons, each backed by facts or examples why your PSA is important.

Decide who your target audience is.
Write a paragraph on the target audience for your PSA and why you’ve picked that audience. 
What method would be the best for delivery to your audience? If using TV or Radio, what is the best time slot (Daytime? Evening news? Rush hour?)

Create a script. 
It helps to create a mental image of what you want your PSA to look like. Some people will draw or create storyboard to help guide them.

Give your PSA a catchy headline (example: “Spring break can wait” “Girls can STEM”)
Indicate the visual elements you will use if any, and how you will tie them together.
Your PSA should end with a catchy line that emphasizes the message. Example: “Only you can stop wildfires!”

Read your script out loud and time yourself or have someone time you. Some stations air only 10-second PSAs, although some can run as longer.  Include a total running time, but it should be no more than 45 seconds for this assignment.

Sample scripts for radio:
AARP: End Hunger
It’s right in your own backyard.
While it may be hard to believe, roughly five million Americans don’t even know where their next meal will come from.
In communities just like yours, there are many who need help.
Join people across the country who are coming together with AARP Create the Good, to end hunger.
Start today. It can be as easy as giving food or money to your local area food bank, or getting tips to start your own food drive.
Whatever level of involvement is right for you, we’ve made it simple to find and help people in your area.
So get involved. Go to www.createthegood.org/hunger.

National Wildlife Federation: 
Air
It's much better fresh, cold, or warm. If it's not clear, it can make you sick. Animals, trees, insects, and plants use it too. What is it? It's air. That substance that none of us can live without. THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION is doing its part in America’s quest for a healthy environment. You can too. Don't pollute the environment. Our survival is at stake.

HEPATITIS B  (title)
University of Florida (source/ maker of the PSA)
UF college students (target audience)

Production Notes: Deep male announcer voice

ANNCR (ANNOUNCER): What do sex, tattoos, body piercings, toothbrushes, and contact sports have in common? They can all put college students at risk for Hepatitis B, a serious disease that can lead to chronic, even life-threatening liver disease. Most of the 78,000 people infected in 2011 were young adults, and there is no cure. A safe and effective vaccine can prevent Hepatitis B. Health officials recommend that all students get vaccinated. To learn more, call 392-1161 or visit S-H-C-C-dot-U-F-L-dot- E-D-U. A public service message brought to you by the University of Florida Student Health Care Center. 

For TV/ video PSAs, you may use a split page with two columns (two column script or dual column script). You can use the “insert table” function in your Microsoft Word to create a dual script.

The left column contains the description of the video and should contain no more than one scene. The right column should contain the audio and should match the scene described in the corresponding video column.

SAMPLE
	VIDEO
	AUDIO

	Man riding bicycle near edge of the road
	ANNCR: A bicycle is a narrow vehicle. Where the road is wide enough, it is quite easy to pass a bicycle. But some places, it is not safe to pass.

	As the cyclist approaches a "blind curve", he looks back, signals to the left and moves to the center of the lane. Then he holds out a left hand to signal "don't pass".
	A driver who wants to pass must wait until it is safe.

	Suddenly, a big truck appears around the curve
	You never know what is coming around the bend.

	As the bike completes rounding the curve, the cyclist looks ahead then signals following driver to pass because the road is clear ahead.
	But if you wait just a few seconds, you can see whether it is safe to pass. 




I’ll be judging your work on:
- How well thought-out your PSA is (does it evoke emotion or appeal to people’s sense of reason? Is it appropriately tailored to the right audience?)
-Clarity of the message (is it easy for the target audience to understand what you’re trying to say? Is there a call to action? Example; “Don’t drink and drive.” “Buckle Up. It’s the law.”)
-The quality of your script (is the tone appropriate for the message? Is the script free of common writing errors?)
 

